Big Stuff

eing able to strip
components yourself
will make a huge
difference to a
restoration or repair job.
Blasting parts will give
you an idea of their overall
condition. This saves time
and money over slower
stripping methods or
having to go to a specialist.

Extraction port

Blasting components is
going to create dust. Having
somewhere that dust can be
filtered out will mean that you've
always got a clear view of the
workpiece. Without this, the
cabinet will soon fill with dust.

9 Internal light
Relying on ambient light
shining through the clear screen
isn't the most effective way to
use a blast cabinet. Even a
low-level light, such as that
provided by the LEDs on the unit
pictured here, will help you clean
awkward parts that might have
lots of nooks and crannies. As a
rule of thumb, and as long as it's
not shining in your eyes, the
more light the better.

Internals

The blasting gun needs to
be comfortable and easy to use.
A pickup tube attached to the
gun enables spent blast material
to be reused. The gauntlets need
to be heavy enough to provide
the necessary level of protection
for your hands.

Nozzles

These should be supplied
in various different sizes. This
enables you to match the nozzle
to the material being used. If
you're using coarse material,
you'll need a larger-diameter
nozzle. The finer the material,
the smaller the nozzle. If
something’s proving stubborn
to remove, don't be tempted
to force fine material
through at a higher
pressure — go to something
more coarse.

Viewing screen

This should be large
enough for you to be able to
gain a clear view of whatever it
is you're working on. You'll also
want it to be made out of
toughened glass. Any material
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